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that a safe COVID-19 vaccine is available. Parents who did not believe so
were found to be less likely to vaccinate (p=<0.001, <0.001).

83.8% of parents believe that COVID-19 is a preventable disease. Those who
thought the opposite were less likely to vaccinate (p=0.014).

68.9% believe that COVID-19 vaccine will contribute to controlling the
pandemic and were found to be more likely to vaccinate (p=<0.001).

56.1% of parents believe that covid-19 is a serious disease and were more
likely to vaccinate (p=0.019).

Variable Odds Ratio 95% C.I. P value
No 1
| believe that cow.d-19 vaccine is 0.009
effective 1.327 -
Yes 3.077 7134
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the choice of health authority websites as the most
trusted and main source of information about the
vaccines. These facts outline the importance of strong
social media presence of health authorities to dispel
myths and misconceptions as well as reinforce true
information in the public.

e Of the information encountered during a pandemic,
people tend to retain more negative information [6].
Our study shows that negative information exposure on
social media does not correlate to reduced vaccine
uptake. This reflects the efforts undertaken by the UAE's
health authorities in verifying news published across its
official sites, platforms, and national online news sites,
and its effect on increasing parental awareness and
critical judgement.

e Child vaccination history is found to be a predictor for
vaccine uptake, presented in Figure 2. This suggests that
the success of present vaccination campaigns likely
impacts future ones, hence why continued public health
efforts to reduce parental COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy
are crucial.

B Conclusion B

Many parents in the UAE have vaccinated their children
against COVID-19. Our study revealed that previous
parental practices related to the vaccination of children
and positive parental attitudes, were strong predictors of
COVID-19 vaccine uptake in children. It was reassuring that
parents who relied on official online news websites and
local health authorities, and those exposed to positive
information on social media, were more likely to vaccinate.
Nevertheless, equally as many parents are still vaccine-
hesitant, mainly due to the novelty and lack of information
about the vaccine. It is imperative that public health efforts
maintain momentum, and that pediatricians incorporate
parental education on the COVID-19 vaccine for children,
which could potentially play a major role in combating
vaccine hesitancy.
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